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Clearing of Alien Invasive Plant Species Underway at
Steenbras Dam

Bulk Services - Bulk Water Branch - 11 March 2026

/Making progress possible. Together.
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Intnadiictionn NESIAE CAPE TOWN

- Resilier
Strateg CAPE TOWN
~ WATER STRATEGY

New Water Programme
To clear invasive alien trees in remote mountainous a0
areas to reclaim water losses caused by these trees TG I L R

invading the catchments. The spread of Invasive
Alien Plants ( IAPg) results in reduced groundwater
replenishment and streamflow for the WCWSS,

2025/26 Target

KPI Detinition 30-Sep25 | 31-Dec25 | 31-Mar-26 | 30-Jun26
: : : 3000
Removal of alien  Multiyear programme for Clearing
vegetation within| Alien Invasive Plants in Prlgrlty Sut 400 700 2 000 2023/24
catchment areas Catchments and inaccessible high ina:
: ) Baseline:
(hectares) altitude areas in the SuGatchments. 7 880
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Indicator name: 4.C Total augmented water capacity in mega litres per day (MLD)

This indicator reflects augmented water production capacity brought online from
Indicator definition: New Water Programme schemes since the adoption of the Cape Town Water
Strategy in 2020 measured in megalitres per day (MLD) as an accumulative total.

2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 Cumulative
Scheme Description Capacity Capacity Capacity Capacity capacity Comments
(MLD) (MLD) (MLD) (MLD) (MLD)
Groundwater total 0.00 18.40 14.24 2.59 35.23  [Total augmented water production capacity

brought online (A) = augmented water

production capacity brought online (al) +
Invasive Alien Clearing augmented water production capacity brought

2.495 3.025 4.67 3.07 13.26 online in the period of review (a2)
Programme total

A= al + a2

Total augmented water 2.50 21.43 18.91 5.66 4849  lsg.40=-42.83 +5.66

(MLD)
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Two-thirds of the catchments invaded by Controlling Invasive alien plants in
alien trees Catchments
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Water yield reduction due to
current invasives (m*/ha/yr)
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About 2 months water for Cape Town
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FUNDING

Reliance on Government
Inconsistent funding

Insufficient funding

Unclear Cost 0 Benefit
Bureaucracy 0 delays, stop start

[ I = B = R = R

IMPLEMENTATION

Fragmented, institutions working in silos
Lack of prioritizing & focus

Cleared areas not maintained

Not working in High Altitude areas
Absence of clear strategy

Lack flexibility

[t = R = T = T =

MONITORING & EVALUATION
a Not tracking impact

dit: Louise Stafford
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=.21é& environmental affairs

Department:
Environmental Affairs
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Weastern Cape
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Making progress possible. Together.
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The cleanhgiamdddng g-termm cantitobobAldie invasive ve
Plantss

A Investing in catchment management is a
cost -effective and sustainable way of
improving Cape Town's water resilience
and is a priority.

A Approved MOA: CoCT and TNC

I R50 million over a period of two years
(2021/22 up to June 2023 or 2022/23).
Over 11 000 ha completed in this period

I The 2023/24 -2025/26 three year
programme @ R25 Million/ FY was
approved by CCT Council on 25 May
2023.

i Total: R125 Million ending June 2026
(4"—\\ CITY OF CAPE TOWN
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https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/waterfunds/viz/GCTWFDSSv1/PublicDSS
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/waterfunds/viz/GCTWFDSSv1/PublicDSS

GCTWF Collectivesprogress:totdate sinoe 20 19

e HectaresCleared
- Priority sub-catchments: 74,669 hectares cleared: 34,308 are new initial hectares and 40,361
hectares were followed up at least once (Figure 1). The follow-up clearing is critical in preventing
the invasives from taking root again.
- Atlantis: A total of 6,433 hectares cleared: 2,035 are initial hectares and 4,398 are follow-up
hectares since April 2019
- Steenbras: A total of 11,421 hectares cleared: 5,015 initial hectares, and 6,406 are follow up
hectares completed, since April 2021 when work was first captured on the DSS.
e Water Replenished
- Water Yield: An additional 18.77 billion liters/year of water has been reclaimed at a 1:100 -year
assurance of supply, equivalent to 51 million liters/day.
- Streamflow: An additional 35.51 billion liters/year of water flows are reaching rivers and dams,
particularly during the dry summer months—a critical period when invasive species pose the
greatest threat.
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